
  

Adele Khoury Graham served ably and graciously as Florida’s First Lady from 1979 

until 1987. Mrs. Graham’s commitment to service is truly multifaceted.  She excelled 

in education -- as a teacher in the Massachusetts public schools, she received the 

Massachusetts Teacher of the Year in her second year of teaching!  She actively 

continued her work in education as First Lady.   

However, her induction into the Hall of Fame by the Florida Council on Aging reflects 

on her extraordinary advocacy on behalf of Florida’s senior residents.  During her 

time as First Lady, and after, Mrs. Graham has been an untiring, diligent advocate 

for elders.  As a Florida State Senator, Bob Graham had designed and led the crea-

tion of Florida’s Community Care for the Elderly Act, which became a focal point for 

Adele’s advocacy as First Lady.  Mrs. Graham’s determined lobbying produced 

amazing results, expanding the program from three pilot sites to a statewide network 

of services, assuring access to assistance for needy elders in the metropolitan areas 

and to those in the most rural of Florida’s counties.  Her work has positively impact-

ed over 150,000 frail elders who have received in-home services to help them re-

main independent and avoid moving to a nursing home.   

Adele Graham served as the Honorary Chair of the 1980 Florida Governor’s Confer-

ence on Aging, hosting the planning meetings at the Governor’s mansion and partici-

pating actively in the plans.  She personally invited former Governor LeRoy Collins to 

be the keynote speaker, Senator Claude Pepper to speak and U. S. First Lady 

Rosalyn Carter to speak at the concluding event, where thousands of seniors were 

in attendance.   

Adele Graham also led the Florida Delegation to the 1981 White House Conference 

on Aging.  Decades later, Florida’s aging network is more advanced and better fund-

ed at the state level as a result of Adele Graham’s leadership.  The impacts of this 

expanded capacity in every county are impossible to measure.  But, any one frail 

elder across the state who receives home delivered meals or assistance with bathing 

and dressing or a ride to the doctor can tell you that it is lifesaving.  

Bob Graham began his advocacy on behalf of older Floridians as a member of the 

Florida Senate.  After holding hearings around the state to listen carefully to the needs 

and concerns of older adults, Senator Graham became the chief Legislative advocate 

for Florida’s model Community Care for the Elderly Act.  Senator Graham’s leadership 

has impacted the everyday lives of hundreds of thousands of older persons over sev-

eral decades by providing basic services that are essential to their independence.   

While Senator Graham is best known for his leadership with Community Care for the 

Elderly, a remarkable number of laws protecting elders were passed by the Legislature 

during his tenure.  They include the Adult Protective Services Act, protecting elders 

who have been the victims of fraud and/or abuse; the Home Care for the Elderly pro-

gram, offering families a small financial stipend to keep family members at home; and 

Adult Day Care and Hospice legislation.   

As Governor, Bob continued his commitment to elder Floridians.  The Governor’s 

budget always included increases in the funding for Community Care for the Elderly, 

developing the program statewide.   Florida’s Alzheimer’s Disease Initiative was 

signed into law by Governor Graham.   

Governor Bob Graham led the future of aging programs in the entire state.  In his first 

year as Governor, Bob called for a Governor’s Conference on Aging, the first 

statewide planning conference on aging led by a Florida Governor since Governor 

LeRoy Collins hosted one in 1960!  In 1984 he commissioned the Florida Committee 

on Aging to develop a comprehensive plan for aging for our state.  Governor Graham 

engaged the House and Senate in appointing members and tapped former Senator 

Phil Lewis as Chair.  He also appointed key staff from the Governor’s office to work 

with the Committee, to ensure follow through in his office.  The results of the work of 

the Florida Committee on Aging remain relevant today. 

Senator Bob Graham is often called a visionary.  His leadership – and action --on   

aging issues supports that descriptor.  Florida is the pioneering state for aging issues; 

Bob Graham led our state in building visionary models for our future.   



Florida Council on Aging Hall of Fame Award Winners 

In 1983, the FCOA Board of Trustees created the Florida Council on Aging 

Hall of Fame.  The purpose was to recognize extraordinary contributions to 

the field of aging statewide for a period of ten years or more.  Senator Claude 

Pepper was the first and only person inducted in that inaugural year.  In 1984, 

three of FCOA’s founders were inducted: Margaret Jacks, Dr. Carter Os-

terbind, and Dr. Jean Jones Perdue.  1986 brought Dr. Hal Riker into the Hall 

of Fame; and in 1989 Margaret Lynn Duggar was inducted.  In 1993, Sister 

Margaret Freeman and the Florida Power & Light Company were selected.  

The next inductee, Judy Thames, was chosen in 1998.  In this first twenty 

years, only 8 individuals and one company were selected for this honor.   

There were no inductees until five years later, when Bentley Lipscomb, found-

ing Secretary of the Florida Department of Elder Affairs, was inducted as the 

10
th
 member of the FCOA Hall of Fame in 2003.  In 2007, Josefina Carbonell 

was inducted as she was completing her service as the U.S. Assistant Secre-

tary for Aging at the Department of Health and Human Services.   

In 2010, the FCOA Board of Trustees voted to induct Bob and Adele Graham, 

but their busy schedules necessitated postponing the presentation to them 

until October of 2013! 

INDUCTEES – FCOA HALL OF FAME 

   1983  Senator Claude Pepper     

   1984   Margaret Jacks  

    Dr. Carter Osterbind  

    Dr. Jean Jones Perdue  

   1986 Dr. Harold C. Riker  

   1989 Margaret Lynn Duggar  

   1993 Sister Margaret Freeman  

    Florida Power & Light  

   1998 Judith Thames  

   2003 E. Bentley Lipscomb  

   2007 Josefina Carbonell 

   2010 Adele Graham 

    Senator Bob Graham 
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FCOA Mission Statement 

The Florida Council on Aging is committed to serving Florida’s diverse aging 
interests through education, information-sharing and advocacy.  

Professionals, retired seniors, students or anyone interested in aging-related 

disciplines need to stay informed through the Florida Council on Aging. 

The Florida Council on Aging is your best connection, bringing you award win-

ning publications, a website, a comprehensive statewide conference on aging 

and much more! 

Founded in 1955, FCOA is Florida's only statewide association that represents 

all aging interests and many different disciplines. Any individual or organiza-

tion in Florida interested in aging should be a member of FCOA. 


